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◎ Samuel Tong

As of this writing, it has been a few 

days since I have arrived back 

home from the camp our team set up 

for the children and college students 

ages 9 through 22 in the hills. I was 

there to serve by leading worship for 

the children at the camp. A verse that 

became my prayer throughout the camp 

was Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make 

your paths straight.”

I realized even before the camp 

started that trusting in the Lord would be 

a great test for me. One reason was my 

intense fear of the unknown. I remember 

thinking, “These kids don't know 

any English. How can I lead worship 

and get the kids to sing? Will they be 

open to even listening to us teach about 

the gospel? How can I communicate 

with the kids or the teachers when my 

Chinese is so broken?” I am very 

thankful I had my fellow mission trip 

teammates with me to pray for me and 

to remind me to always trust in Him and 

to fully rely on the Lord for guidance, 

strength, and confidence. 

Once we got to the camp, the 

first thing I did was learn to play the 

song titled“ 愛 的 真 諦 (The Essence 

of Love)” which takes it's lyrics from 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7. It was a good 

reminder of why we were at the camp 

in the first place: to teach and show 

love to the kids as an extension of God's 

love to the kids. Thankfully, my first 

fear of the kids not wanting to sing was 

quelled as the kids sang beautifully and 

enthusiastically throughout the whole 

camp despite their relative lack of 

English-speaking ability. By the grace 

of God, I was also able to communicate 

okay with the kids and the teachers there 

despite my lack of perfect Chinese-

An Unforgettable Summer Camp



41第 43 卷 3期 2011 年 10 月

英文營見證

speaking ability without too much 

problem.

T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  c h a n g e s 

throughout the week to various aspects 

of the camp. This made the camp feel 

quite chaotic. However, through these 

trying times, our team relied on the 

power of prayer and casting all our 

fears and troubles onto the Lord. It was 

through these nightly prayer sessions 

that got me through every day of the 

camp and helped remind me that I 

needed to fully rely on and trust in God's 

good grace. 

On the final night of the camp, 

Elder Aleck Lee gave a message about 

the parable of the prodigal son to the 

children at the camp. I knew that this 

was the time when he was going to ask 

the children if they would be willing to 

come home to the Lord and commit their 

lives to Christ. Because some kids in the 

room were acting restless and disorderly, 

I was moved during the final 10 minutes 

of his message to start praying hard 

to ask God to open the hearts of these 

children to receive His word. When 

Elder Lee finally asked the children to 

raise their hands to accept Christ into 

their lives, very many of the children 

put their hands up. Many children were 

moved to tears by the message. I was 

absolutely astounded and surprised 

by how many children were willing to 

make the commitment to accept Christ. 

Through this experience, I was reminded 

that through all obstacles we may have 

faced during the week, to paraphrase 

an old worship song, God will make a 

way when there seems to be no way. As 

long as we trust in the Lord, all things 

are possible. Sometimes I forget just 

how much I have always loved being 

pleasantly surprised by God. 

A favorite song we sang at the 

camp was “我要向高山擧目 (I Lift 

My Eyes Up to the Mountains)”with 

the lyrics taken from Psalm 121. This 

song was and still is my own personal 

prayer for the children in China: that 

from whatever problems the children 

may face throughout their everyday 

lives, they can always take heart in 

knowing that there is a loving father in 

the heavens that is out there watching 

over them and loving them. I was moved 

by this simple yet wonderful message 

and, judging by the tears I saw during 

the final time we played this song for 

them, so were the children. 


